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April 2025

Dear Members
50 YEARS AS A SOCIETY!

Our coming meeting is on Wednesday 30" April at 7.45pm at St Peters Upper
Church, when we will bring you up to date on the developments contained in the Local
Plan. More details are in the Pembury Village News.

At our last quite lively meeting in October, when we were discussing the various
developments proposed for our village, you may remember there was a call to have a
working party with the Parish Council, and our elected representatives in the Borough
and County to be more effective in campaigning and in looking after the interests of
Pembury residents.

We instigated this Working Party, “Saving Pembury” and we have had a number of
meetings and various actions to take things forward, and on 30™" April we want to update
you on our progress so far. More details have emerged on the Local Plan, and its
implications for us. Unfortunately the Local Plan proposals do not look good for Pembury
residents as we see things at the moment. We have been waiting for the first Planning
Application to be discussed at the Borough Planning Committee meeting, but to date this
Application has not been put on the Agenda.

We are continuing to monitor all planning applications and commenting as necessary on
those we feel might have a public interest for residents of Pembury, and our Planning
Officer’s report follows.

As always there will be time for discussion and raising points of view, so do come and be
aware of what could be considerable changes for our village.

On other matters the second book of Bygone Pembury is now well advanced and this
should be ready to purchase in the Autumn, in time for Christmas presents.

The 116" Anniversary Military Road Run through Pembury may be of interest to you, and
this is on Sunday 6™ April coming past the Green from 10am onwards. This comprises a
cavalcade of Veteran, Vintage and Classic Cars and Military Vehicles, travelling from
Sevenoaks to Hastings along the A21, through Pembury from 10 am then continuing
down the A21 to Hastings via the St Leonard’s seafront to the Slade Open Space where
they will be on display.

Every good wish ~ David Hanes



\Planning matters - Planning Report - Spring 2025

While we have been concentrating over the last six months on the two big applications, at
Hubbles Farm and Bopeep, the ordinary applications have been filtering through as usual.
Most are uncontroversial such as house extensions, conversion of redundant farm buildings
and requests for minor alterations to applications that have already been granted.

There continues to be a significant number of requests for work on trees with TPOs. Pruning
large trees is obviously mostly a good idea, but felling them could be controversial unless
there is strong evidence that they are diseased.

The situation at Redwings Lane remains unresolved. Although the people who are living in
the caravans there have had their appeal dismissed their removal has yet to be enforced.

We then come to the main planning issues of the day - the development of PE2 (Hubbles
Farm) and PE3 (Land at Bo-peep). Your committee are not, per se, against further housing
development in the village but, because we believe that every aspect of necessary
infrastructure (traffic, parking, sewerage, GP, primary school etc) is already at or beyond
capacity, we do not think that now is the time for any further development and we will
continue to oppose all new development in Pembury until the infrastructure is adequately
upgraded. 'You cannot get a quart into a pint pot' and 'this is the last straw that breaks the
camel's back' are two sayings that come to mind.

It is still not too late for you to submit your comments on either of the applications and the
easiest way is to email the planning department directly (email
address: planning@tunbridgewells.gov.uk under reference:

24/02085/0OUT - Hubbles Farm, Hastings Rd, Pembury
or
24/03141/FULL - Land at Bo-peep, Hastings Rd, Pembury

Hubbles Farm is expected to be presented to the Planning Committee very soon, so time is
of the essence. We believe that if this is not stopped now the flood gates will be opened and
all the applications that are expected to follow will also be granted permission.

The 'SAVE PEMBURY' campaign is a follow on from this and although it covers all the
infrastructure issues in the village it has much wider implications. The traffic and parking
issues in Pembury need dealing with urgently but the amount of new development, built,
scheduled and expected, particularly in Paddock Wood, means the traffic situation between
here and Tunbridge Wells can only deteriorate further — potentially 250% more traffic trying to
cross Woodsgate junction daily. If you think the jams are bad now they can only get worse
unless something significant is done to the road system in this immediate area.

Please support your committee in their fight for Pembury. It is not just the residents of the Bo-
peep end of the village who will suffer if housing development is allowed to get out of hand
with no infrastructure upgrades. Enough has been said over the last month or so about the
proposed development at Hubbles Farm. The Society has objected to the application in very
strong terms, as has the Parish Council and, as advertised elsewhere, we are devoting our
meeting on 23-Octeber to that and all the other development that is proposed for Pembury.

Do come along and have your say so that your committee know how you think Pembury
should evolve and can put forward your thoughts in any future representations.

Unfortunately, we have to accept that 'no development' is not an option and all we can do is
fight for the best compromise.




In the meantime, there are the 'run of the mill' planning applications that continue to appear
and need monitoring. These are not numerous and most are not controversial, although a
significant proportion are for tree work and the number of applications for the conversion of
redundant farm buildings remains high. Most of the rest are domestic extensions.

Tesco have submitted their plans for extending the store but the proposals are quite modest
and once the building phase is finished things will probably continue much as they are now.

Remember that if you see a yellow planning notice on a lamppost and the details give you
cause for concern further information can be found at TWBC and follow the links to planning.

Kathryn Franklin
Planning Officer
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