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 October 2025 
 
Dear Members 

50 YEARS AS A SOCIETY! 
 
First of all, thank you for your membership of the Society, completing our 50th Year since 
the Society was founded! Originally a campaigning organisation, we have continued to 
represent our members and the village in many ways over the years, and contributed to 
various of the landmarks around the village that you probably pass each day. The 
considerable history archive which Tony Nicholls has developed and available on our 
website is available to you to browse through, and of course we have now published 
“Bygone Pembury 2”, being further insights into Pembury’s past, places, people and 
events. We also log the major planning applications and the links to TWBC Planning 
Portal. 
 
I am pleased to be able to let you know of our coming meeting on Wednesday 22nd 
October at 7.45pm at St Peters Upper Church, which is our AGM, and after more than 
10 years as chairman I felt it was time to stand down and allow fresh eyes to map out the 
future of the Society. I am delighted to say that Peter Bruce is stepping up to this 
challenge, and our meeting will be an opportunity to meet him and to hear about his 
activities in aviation – his talk is titled “Big Jets and Helicopters – a life in the skies”. 
Sounds very uplifting! (Sorry!). We felt that we needed a change from talking about 
planning issues, although this is a major aspect of the committee’s work, and we’ll give 
you an update at the meeting about the developments proposed within our village. 
 
The AGM is your opportunity to elect the committee, and Neil Osmond is offering to join 
us in addition to our current members who are all willing to stand for a further year. We 
shall be asking you to confirm the election of the current members, but we would 
welcome new committee members – do ask what this involves – and hopefully join us! 
 
The accounts for last year are also attached for information. Our thanks go to John 
Franks who is our independent examiner. In 2024/25 we published “Bygone Pembury 2” 
and it is selling well, and copies will be available at the meeting. Copies of Book 1 are 
also available, all for those Christmas presents!  
 
Looking at our accounts in detail, in the General Fund our memberships subscriptions 
have increased, and taking our expenses into account, we ended up with a small surplus 
of £156 adding to the balance brought forward of £1,444, carrying forward £1,600. In the 
Project Fund, we started the year with £1,737, spent £4,324 on the new book of which 
approximately half was funded with a loan, and by 31st July we had sales proceeds of 
£1,573, which meant carrying forward a deficit in this fund to be met from future sales. In 
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the three months August to October we have substantially covered this deficit from more 
book sales, and we will shortly clear the loan we received. 
 
We are continuing to monitor all planning applications and commenting as necessary on 
those we feel might have a public interest for residents of Pembury, and our Planning 
Officer’s report follows.  
 
We look forward to seeing you at the 22nd October meeting. As always, we value any 
suggestions for speakers at our two meetings a year.  
 
Finally, I would like to express my personal thanks to the committee who have been very 
active in the work of the Society during this last year, and in these years that I have been 
chairman.  
 
Every good wish       
David Hanes 
 
 
Planning matters - Planning Report - Autumn 2025 
 
Planning has long been a controversial subject. The starting point has always been that 
applications will be allowed unless there is a very strong planning reason for refusing them. 
Unfortunately planning law/reasoning does not always coincide with what the layman/ local 
resident thinks is acceptable or practical. It is important that we do not get a reputation for 
being ‘nimby’ and, therefore, we only object to an application if we think we might be able to 
make a real difference. The society has no statutory authority and our comments only carry 
as much weight as those of any other local resident. 
 
We are continually being told that more houses are needed and your committee are not, per 
se, against further development in Pembury. However, building houses is the easy bit. More 
houses mean a need for more of the infrastructure that is expected for 21st century living – 
roads, water, sewerage, health facilities and schools to name but a few.  
 
These are all in short supply locally and this is why we are fighting hard to get the two big 
proposed developments, at Hubbles and Bopeep, refused, for the time being at the very 
least, as we hold the politicians/ councillors to their mantra ‘Infrastructure before 
development’. At present there is little activity on either of these applications in the public 
domain, but it seems that KCC Highways still have questions they want answered. 
 
Apart from the two big proposed developments the stand out applications over recent months 
have been for:  
1) tree works, which are usually deemed to be necessary and so allowed 
2) conversion of redundant farm buildings to residential, which are unlikely to be refused 

unless there are specific problems.  
3)  ‘garden grabbing’, which can occasionally be refused on the grounds of ‘over 

development’. 
 
We would remind you that anyone can comment on any application and if you come across 
an application that you would like to comment on, do not hesitate to do so. If you are unsure 
how to go about making a comment just ask one of the Pembury Society committee who will 
be happy to help, both with content and the practicalities of sending your comments to TWBC 
Planning. 
 
 
Kathryn Franklin 
Planning Officer 
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 Current Committee: 
 

 

Chairman: David Hanes    The Lodge, 7 Lower Green 
Road, TN2 4DZ 

823174 

 david@hanesfamily.co.uk 07702340821 
Secretary: Helen Castle  825185 
 helencafc@gmail.com   
Planning Officer: Kathryn Franklin              823212 
 kathryn.franklin@outlook.com  
Promotions Officer: Richard Snow              825428 
 richardssnow@tiscali.co.uk  
Committee Member: Tony Nicholls  
 tony.pastpages@gmail.com  
Committee Member: Peter Bruce 07980 011706 
 pbruce@mac.com  
Committee Member: Brian Lawrence 07785 535331 
 brianlawrence_ltd@msn.com  

 
 

Proposed new committee member: 
 

Committee Member: Neil Osmond  
 nspdj@outlook.com  

 

 
 

mailto:richardssnow@tiscali.co.uk
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AUTUMN MEETING	
	

Wednesday 22nd October 2025 
at 7.45pm 

St Peter’s Upper Church 
 

“Big Jets & Helicopters 
- a life in the skies” 

 
Speaker - Peter Bruce 

 
 

 
Members free, Non-Members £3 on the Door 


